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Welcome to the 2016-2017 Orchestra Program. 
   

Membership in an orchestra program is a unique musical experience.  To 
ensure the success of the orchestra program, certain rules, expectations, 
and areas of responsibility must be set. This handbook outlines these areas 
and will aid in the students’ personal reward and satisfaction in 
participating in the orchestra program and its many activities and 
requirements. Located on the last page of the handbook is the Orchestra 
Contract. Please sign, date, and return the contract to the Ms. Jeon by 
Friday, September 02, 2016. 

 
Please read though this handbook carefully and mark all important dates 

on your calendar.  Your handbook should be kept in your orchestra folder 
where you can refer to it often. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
Eunhye (Grace) Jeon 

eunhye.jeon@sdhc.k12.fl.us 
 
 

 

Character is who you are when you think no one is looking.  
 
 
 

 
 

 

 

mailto:eunhye.jeon@sdhc.k12.fl.us
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GRADES 

Orchestra is a performance organization that relies entirely on the participation of its 

members for success.  Your grade in orchestra will be based on your scores on 

written tests, playing tests, self-assessment reports, concerts, your music folder 

organization/class preparation and class participation grades as outlined below.  There 

is always homework in orchestra unless you can play all your parts and know all the 

material we are studying. 
 

ONLINE 

All grades can be accessed online using Edsby.   
 

SPECIFIC GUIDELINES 

25%  Playing Tests/Position Grades 

 You will have a playing test every Thursday beginning with the third week of school. 

 A SUPERIOR performance requires preparation from all players. Playing tests on the 

concert music and or techniques will be given weekly. The students’ chair placement will 

also be determined by these playing tests. 

25%  Concerts/Contests/Festivals 

 These are considered a Major Grade. 

 The highest level of performance can only be achieved through excellent rehearsals.  

Attendance at scheduled performances of the orchestra is required. Each student will earn a 

grade of “100” for each concert. The opportunity to make up a performance will only be 

allowed if the absence is excused in ADVANCE. If the absence is excused, the student will 

be given a make up assignment worth 100 points. If the absence is not excused, the student 

will receive a zero for the performance. 

25% Class Participation 

 Each student will earn a cumulative participation grade of “100” for each nine weeks. 

Throughout the nine weeks, points will be deducted for inappropriate rehearsal technique 

(gum, excessive talking, not having instrument or music, off-task behavior, etc…) or failure 

to follow class rules.  The participation grade will determine their citizenship grade at the 

end of the nine weeks as follows: 
 

E=100 S=99-80 N=79-60 U=59-0 
 

15%  Written Work/Self-Assessment Reports 

 Written work will begin the second week of school. 

 For late work, 5 points will be deducted from the grade for that assignment for each day 

late. 

10%  Notebook/Music Folder Organization 

 Proper care of music is the responsibility of every member of the orchestra.  

 Each student will be expected to provide a 1-inch black 3-ring binder to be used in class 

and for concerts.  In your binder, you will a place for music, playing test grade sheets and 

your orchestra handbook.  

 If you are absent when the music is passed out, it is your responsibility to pick it up after 

class or after school.   

 All music needs to be at every rehearsal with its owner at all times. Do not leave your 

music at home and expect your stand partner to bring it. Assume they will be absent. 

 Each student should have the correct music in his or her folder, in class, every day. 

 Each student is expected to number measures in each issued selection in pencil. 
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 Always write bowings, fingerings and so on in pencil, not in pen or with highlighters. 

 All music is to be kept in the original condition in which it was handed out. 

 Your organization and preparedness for class will be 10% of your grade each nine weeks.  

Please be prepared for folder checks at any time.  Some will be announced; others will not.  
 

WEEKLY PLAYING TESTS WILL BE GRADED ON THE FOLLOWING: 

 Note Accuracy:   Correct fingering, Correct bowing, Correct shift 

 Note Name Accuracy  

 Intonation:  In tune, Flat, Sharp 

 Tone Quality 

 Position 

 Bow Hold 

 Thumb Placement 

 Thumb Bent 

 1st finger placed correctly 

 2nd finger placed correctly 

 3rd finger placed correctly 

 4th finger placed correctly 

 Fingers over frog 

 Pinky Curved 

 Left Hand 

 Fingers Properly Curved 

 1st finger 

 2nd finger 

 3rd finger 

 4th finger  

 Thumb Placement 

 No squeezing the neck 

Arm/Elbow at correct angle/Wrist Properly Aligned 

 Instrument Hold/Posture/Instrument Properly Supported 

 Shoulder Rest 

 Rock Stop 

 End Pin Height 

 Concert Etiquette/Behavior during a playing test while classmates are performing 

 Students are expected to sit quietly while others are performing 

 Students are expected be respectful while others are performing 

 Students should not stare at the performer 

 Students should not laugh at the performer 

 Students should not make any unnecessary noises while others are performing 
 

 

MAKE-UP WORK POLICIES [PLEASE READ!!! VERY IMPORTANT!!!] 

Make-up work will be handled according to the Steinbrenner’s Student Code Of Conduct.  If missed work 

is not made up in the time frame allowed, the student will receive a zero for the assignment.  It is the 

students’ responsibility to come to me and set up a time to make up any missed work or tests. 
 

ATTENDANCE:  EARLY IS ON TIME. ON TIME IS LATE. LATE IS UNTHINKABLE! 
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It is expected that you will attend all sectionals, rehearsals and performances. Concert and sectional dates 

are located in the calendar section of this handbook.  Please put these dates on your personal calendar.  

Performances will be graded per the grade section of this handbook. You are expected to be in attendance 

30 minutes before each performance.  Please keep your parents informed about concert and other orchestra 

responsibilities so that they can help you avoid conflicts and support you.  
 

EXTRA CREDIT 

 Bring in 1 Box of Kleenex (only 1 per 9 weeks per student) (2 points) 

 Bring in 1 Bottle of hand sanitizer (with pump) (only 1 per 9 weeks per student)(2 points) 

 Bring in 1 ream of white copy (only 1 ream allowed per 9 weeks per student) (3 points) 
 

Any students interested in earning extra credit may attend any orchestra concert and complete a Concert 

Evaluation.  The Concert Evaluation and the Program (signed by a parent) should be stapled together 

when they are turned in.  (5 points per concert, with concert program only) (10 points with evaluation)   
 

Concert evaluations will be graded on ideas and content, as well as spelling, punctuation and sentence 

structure.  These evaluations should contain the following: 

 Where and when did the concert take place 

 Who was performing 

 Site two or three pieces performed. (If evaluating an opera or musical, please include the complete 

title of the work) Include titles and composers. 

 The body of the paper should include your impressions, evaluations and feelings about the 

performance. Did you enjoy the music? Would you return to hear the group perform? 
 

SPECIAL NOTE FOR VIOLINS AND VIOLAS 

In order for students playing the violin and viola to perform at an optimum level, it is essential to obtain a 

quality shoulder rest.  The best all-round shoulder rest is the Kun.  Other shoulder rests to consider are 

Everest, Wolf, Zaret, Perfect, just to name a few. These shoulder rests are available at most local music 

stores or they can be ordered online. Once purchases, these shoulder rests should be kept in your 

instrument case or in your backpack and brought to school every day.   
  

PERFORMANCE DRESS 

All students are required to purchase a formal uniform for formal concerts and an orchestra T-shirt 

for casual performances.  

 

Boys: A full tuxedo including black tuxedo pants, black single-breasted tuxedo jacket, white pleated 

wing-tip collar tuxedo shirt, black cummerbund and black bow tie.  

 

Tuxedo Stores 

1. Sacino's Formalwear: 4213 W. Kennedy – 813)289-5558 / 2720 E. Fowler-813)972-5010 /  

Brandon Town Ctr.- 813)661-5538 / 6176 Gunn Hwy- 964-0525 

2. Men’s Wearhouse: 8009 Citrus Park- 813)792-0287 / 2246 University Square 813)972-4108 /  

250 West Shore Plaza 813)685-6477 

3. Bib’N Tux Formalwear: 1515 Fowler- 813)971-7575  

4. MW Tux: Brandon Town Ctr. -813)685-6477 

5. Tuxedo Junction: 14928 N. Dale Mabry – 813)930-8466 

*There are also tuxedos available often in major department stores such as JC Penny, Dillard’s, Sears, 

Burdines, Burlington Coat Factory and many others. 
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Girls: The formal uniform for girls is a specific long black dress that must be ordered through one 

company. Girls will be measured during the first couple of weeks of school to determine the best 

size. Since this is not custom-made, alterations may be needed such as hemming or taking in. Be 

sure to make these alterations made before the date of the first concert. The cost of uniform for 

girls is $75 made payable to Steinbrenner Orchestra Boosters. Please include the student’s name on 

the memo line of the check or money order. The deadline for payment is Friday, September 2, 

2016. Girls should also have appropriate black dress shoes for a formal dress. 
 

 

SOLO AND ENSEMBLE 

ALL STUDENTS will be expected to learn and MEMORIZE a solo for the Solo and Ensemble, February 

10-11, 2017.  Some of the more advanced players may also choose to participate in an ensemble.  Ms. Jeon 

will choose the music for this contest, unless your child is studying privately.  Timeline is as follows: 
Ideasws.mysdhc.org 

Nov. 14-Dec. 16, 2016   All music will be chosen and handed out 

January 09, 2017   Applications will be handed out this week. 

January 13, 2017   All music will be completely learned by this date 

January 18, 2017   All applications and fees are turned in by this date 

February 03, 2017 All solos are memorized and ensembles are completely put together 

by this date 

Once the music for the Solo and Ensemble is chosen and handed out, the majority of the learning 

process should take place during your at-home practice time.  Students will have an opportunity 

during class time to practice near the dates. All students will be expected to practice with Ms. Jeon after 

school twice between January 03 and February 03, 2017.  A sign up sheet will be provided. 

 

PRIVATE LESSONS 

Private lessons are strongly recommended for all students regardless of their ability level. Those students 

who take private lessons, own a good sounding instrument and practice regularly will excel in their playing 

and find greater satisfaction in their music. Students who study privately show rapid improvement in 

individual musicianship. As these students improve, their excitement towards practicing increases, they 

continue to improve, and they become a stronger contributor to the overall success of the orchestra.  

Private instruction will have a great impact on the individual student and on our orchestra program both 

this year and in the future. Practicing only on the music issued to the orchestra limits your potential. There 

is a wide body of method, solo, duet, and ensemble literature available.  The key to satisfactory results 

from private instruction is to start as soon as possible. One of the great benefits of living in a college town 

is the availability of skilled teachers on every string instrument. This is the truest, quickest, and most 

efficient path to success and satisfaction in playing your instrument. Private lessons also increase the 

chances of success for events such as, All-State Orchestra, section leader positions, solo and ensemble 

performance evaluation, college auditions, and college scholarships.  A list of teachers in our area is 

available from Ms.Jeon.  If you desire more information, or would like some help in finding a private 

teacher, please email Ms. Jeon at eunhye.jeon@sdhc.k12.fl.us.   

 

Private lessons are the key to developing an outstanding musical organization.  

 

IF YOU DON’T HAVE YOUR OWN INSTRUMENT 

All orchestra students will be expected to acquire their own instrument.  In order for any student to 

succeed in learning how to play a stringed instrument, it is essential to obtain a quality instrument.  If 

students don’t own an instrument, students can rent a school-owned instrument by filling out rental form 

that are given by the county. The cost of rent is $42.80 for the school year. Please ask for a form from 

mailto:eunhye.jeon@sdhc.k12.fl.us
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Ms. Jeon and have check or money order payable to the Steinbrenner High School by Friday, September 

2, 2016.  

The following online sites and local stores are available to assist you:  

 

Don Banks Music            (813) 872-6008 

Music Showcase  (813) 685-5998 

Sam Ash Music  (813) 980-2637 

Paragon Music  (813) 876-3459 

Roydon’s Music                     (813) 685-8909 

Shar Music (online)  www.sharmusic.com 

Southwest Strings (online) www.swstrings.com 

 

!!PARENTS!! 

I am establishing orchestra contact list.  Parents, please make sure that you print NEATLY and CLEARLY 

when you fill out your contact information on Orchestra Contact Information Sheet.  To ensure that your 

email address in correct, please email me at the following address so that I may have your current email 

address (with your child’s name) on file:  eunhye.jeon@sdhc.k12.fl.us 

 

ORCHESTRA CONTRACT 

The last page of this handbook is a contract that should be signed by the student and a parent and returned 

by Friday, September 02, 2016. Please keep the rest of the handbook, especially the calendar, in your 

orchestra binder, where you can refer to it often. 

 

 

SUPPLIES 
 

ALL STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO PROVIDE THE FOLLOWING SUPPLIES FOR 

ORCHESTRA.   

 

For use at home: 

 A MUSIC STAND!!!!!! 

 

For school AND home use 

 Metronome-Tuner!!!!!! 

 Write down the instrument’s serial number and keep this in a safe place. 

 

Playing condition of your instrument should always be top quality. Strings should be changed at least once 

a year, and bow hair once a year, depending on usage. Some who play several hours a day may need to 

change their strings or rehair their bow more often. It is important that each orchestra member have certain 

supplies for their instrument. The following list of items will assist you in maximizing your instructional 

time in orchestra. Each day when you come to rehearsal, you should have access to all of the following 

items. 

 

For Personal Use: All accessories need to be labeled with the student’s name. 

 Rosin for your bow (ALL STUDENTS ENROLLED IN ORCHESTRA) 

 Instrument (ALL STUDENTS ENROLLED IN ORCHESTRA) 

 Violins and violas must rent or purchase their own instrument. 

http://www.sharmusic.com/
http://www.swstrings.com/
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 Cellos and basses are available for school use, but all cellists and bassists are required to 

have their own instrument at home for practice. 

 Bow with horse hair in good condition 

 Sharpened pencil on your music stand every day 

 Orchestra students should purchase a black, 1-inch, 3-ring binder & one package of 5 dividers. 

 Mute  

 Cleaning cloth (for wiping strings and fingerboard after each use) 

 Extra set of strings (An extra set of pre-selected string should be kept in your case at all times.) 

 Shoulder rest (Kun, for violin or viola) 

 Rock stop (cello, bass) 

 Many cases look alike.  Label your case with name, address and phone number.  In addition, attach 

a colorful key chain, ribbon, or string to your case to make it easy to identify.  This will help 

prevent anciently taking home the wrong instrument.   

 

If any of the class rules [as listed in the orchestra handbook] or Steinbrenner HS rules are broken, 

disciplinary procedures will result in loss of classroom privileges, loss of class participation points 

and disciplinary measures according to the Steinbrenner Student Code of Conduct. 

 

 

 

ORCHESTRA MEMBER RESPONSIBILITIES AND EXPECTATIONS 

1. Enter the classroom quietly and in an orderly manner. 

2. Be in the classroom at the time class in scheduled to begin.  If not, you will receive a tardy. 

3. Be in your seat with instrument and music ready by 3 minutes after the scheduled starting time of class.  

If not, you will receive a tardy. 

4. Tuning (at exactly 3 minutes after the tardy bell) signals the beginning of class. 

5. Read all board announcements. 

6. All students are expected to have a pencil and their music on their stand every day. 

7. All students are expected to have their instrument and music every day. 

8. No talking or disruptions in class. 

9. No foods, drink, or gum in class, unless approved by Ms.Jeon. [Only water will be allowed.] 

10. All instrument cases will be placed on storage racks or under your chair during class. 

11. All classes will be instructed to place their books, purses, backpacks, etc. completely underneath their 

chair or completely out of the way in the instrument storage rooms. 

12. Books, purses, backpacks, etc. MUST be out of the way of the teacher’s walking space. 

13. All fingernails must be cut short enough to allow for proper playing position. 

14. All students will remain in their seats throughout the entire class until you are dismissed. 

15. If you need to go to the restroom, you MUST ask Ms.Jeon first. 

16. Keep the rehearsal areas clean. If you see trash, PICK IT UP. 

17. Students are responsible for picking up their area after each rehearsal. All music, instruments, books 

and materials must be put away at the end of each class. Please leave your rehearsal area clean!!! 

18. Respect each other’s belongings and equipment as well as school equipment. 

19. All chairs, stands, and other equipment may not leave the orchestra room with out permission. 

20. All Instruments must be stored properly when not in use. 

21. Do not pull on, step on, lift, push or slide violin/viola shelves in any way. 

22. Storage areas need to be kept clean from clutter, litter and personal items. 

23. Be courteous to the person on the podium, whether director or visitor. 

24. Behave appropriately.  Keep your hands away from others. Walk.  Don’t run! 



9 

 

 

Characteristics of a Great Rehearsal 
 Every student is responsible for their behavior and attitude 

 Allow individual sections to tune without noise or unnecessary conversation 

 If your section is not being worked with, you should shadow bow and silently finger. 

 Idle conversation and instrument “noodling” are counterproductive and interfere with valuable 

rehearsal time. Shhhh…. 

 If you have a question or concern, raise your hand. If it is an individual concern, please handle it 

after class. 

 Mark specific instructions in your music wherever the conductor gives them. Stand partners are 

responsible for relaying information to absent musicians at the next rehearsal. 

 Mark instructions lightly in pencil ONLY. 

 Be responsible for developing an awesome work ethic. 

 Work hard and put everything you have into every rehearsal. 

 Be respectful of the Concertmaster and Section Leaders. 

 Please do not pack up until you are dismissed. 

 Music can be stored on shelf that is located front of class. 

 Have fun and enjoy your music and your playing. Once the objectives have been met, we will all 

have fun making music and becoming the best orchestra we can be. 
 

INSTRUMENT CARE & RESPONSIBILITIES 

For our newest members, it is advisable that the instrument not be taken out of the case until the student 

has been instructed on how to handle it properly.  If you own or rent your instrument, you are responsible 

for its care and maintenance.  If a string breaks, it is your responsibility to purchase a replacement.  All 

school-owned instruments must be checked out through Ms. Jeon.  When checked out, the school 

instrument becomes the responsibility of the student for proper care, maintenance, and protection. Any 

damage other than normal wear and tear will be repaired at the student’s expense.  String instruments are 

delicate and subject to such influences as temperature, humidity and careless handling.  The following 

suggestions are offered for their care. 
 

INSTRUMENT CARE 

1. Keep your instrument clean!  Wash your hands before playing!     

2. Clean your instrument only with instrument cleaner/polish. 

3. Keep the instrument away from excessive heat or cold. 

4. Place a cloth over the top of the violin/viola before closing the case. 

5.  Remove the shoulder rest after each use. 

6. After playing, wipe the rosin off the strings, fingerboard, instrument and bow stick with a soft cloth. 

7. Always keep the instrument in the case away from “curious hands” when not in use. 

8. Do not permit others to play your instrument unless they are experienced string players. 

9. DO NOT leave the instrument in a hot car. 

10. DO NOT glue on any part of the instrument for any reason. 

11. DO NOT attempt to make any repairs on the instrument without consulting your teacher first. 

12. Cellos and basses must ALWAYS put their endpins in when they put their instrument away. (Ms.Jeon 

will do endpin checks) 

13. All cello and bass students will ALWAYS carry the instrument with the endpin facing the floor. DO 

NOT USE THE PEGS TO TUNE unless instructed to do so by Ms.Jeon.  This skill will take years to 

develop.  We will work on pitch matching in class 

14. Put your instrument back in the SAME place where it was before you got it out.  

15. Put your instrument back in the SAME CASE where it was when you got it out. 
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16. Always store your instrument in its case when it’s not in use, with latches and/or zipper secured.  

Never force the top closed. Always check to see if anything is out of place inside—like a shoulder rest 

or rosin. Do not put your feet on the case!   

17. Treat all equipment with care. Handle only your own instrument. 

18. Individual instruments must always be maintained in top playing condition. Always show the director 

your instrument before taking it to be repaired. 

19. Instruments are not to be played by anyone other than the owner or renter. If it is not yours, DO NOT 

touch it. 
 

BOW CARE 

1. Tighten your bow only the width of your pinky finger (violin/viola) or index finger (cello/bass).   

2. Rosin the bow each time you play.   

3. Loosen the bow when you are finished playing. 

4. Never touch the bow hair with your hands.  Oil from your skin contributes to poor sound and 

subsequent deterioration of the bow hair. 

5. The tip of the bow is fragile. Breakage can occur if dropped or otherwise misused.  

6.  The bow will need to be rehaired when it no longer holds rosin and begins to slip or when the number 

of hairs on the bow prohibit proper playing. 

 

SECTIONALS 

Throughout the year, sectionals will be scheduled by Ms.Jeon. Sectionals are extremely important to the 

success of the entire orchestra. Please make every attempt to attend every scheduled sectional.  The 

purpose of sectionals is to: 

 Assist in forming a cohesive and positive section of the orchestra. 

 Help with technical passages that are unique to that section of the orchestra. 

 Help with communication within the section. 

 Save immeasurable time in the orchestra rehearsal. 
 

MPA 

MPA (Music Performance Assessment) and other similar activities are important features of the Steinbrenner 

High Orchestra program. It is through these activities that we obtain valuable feedback about our progress as 

individuals and as an orchestra. MPA is equivalent to the FCAT in this respect.  This event will be held on 

February 23rd and, this year, will include all the high school orchestra.   
 

Orchestras prepare music months in advance and arrive at the performance site for a full day of performing, 

listening, and learning.  Each orchestra performs music according to their classification and difficulty of music.  

We will have a specific Warm-Up time, followed by the Performance, Sight-reading and our student 

conductor(s).  Depending on MPA location, the remainder of the day will be spent actively listening to fellow 

orchestras, learning from their performances and lunch at the mall.  Comment sheets and ratings will be returned 

by the end of the day and will be discussed in class following the event.  These ratings are reported to our 

Principal and the Florida Board of Education.  A great deal of time, work, and commitment are required to 

produce a superior performance. 
 

PRACTICE 

Regular practice is necessary to ensure musical growth, development, and enjoyment. Playing an 

instrument requires coordinated muscle development just like athletics. These muscles need regular 

exercise to stay in shape. Each person in the orchestra should practice a minimum of 30 minutes per day -- 

every day.  Consistency is the key to success. It is much better to practice a little every day than a lot just 

one day a week.  Individual home practice is an integral part of any musician’s learning process. It is very 
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important to our orchestra that effort is being made by each student for learning individual parts outside of 

the classroom.  Class time and rehearsals are to not to be used as an individual practice session, but as a 

time for working out ensemble concerns. Students should plan to take their instrument home every night to 

practice, or make arrangements with Ms.Jeon for practicing after school in the orchestra room. 
 

CONCERT ETIQUETTE **Remember that you are representing your school** 

 Cell phones/electronic devices are not allowed on stage. 

 Refrain from talking.  This includes whispering during the music. 

 Be careful of extra noise onstage. Talking between numbers, page turns, foot tapping, or loud sighs 

are noticed by the audience. 

 No food, drink, gum or candy on stage. 

 Do not wear watches with alarms or multiple bracelets.  They make noise. 

 Show respectful attention to others when you are not playing. This includes choosing not to react 

to mistakes that may occur. You can significantly enhance the audience perception of a 

performance by watching and listening attentively. 

 Do not move at the end of a movement or piece until the conductor has “released” or relaxed 

his/her composure. 

 Follow the concertmaster’s lead in rising and sitting. Acknowledge the audience’s applause by 

smiling and/or bowing as appropriate. 
 

ORCHESTRA OFFICERS 

Orchestra officers will be elected by the orchestra members and confirmed by the director for each 

orchestra class. Officers should set an example with their actions and assist with the planning and 

organization of the orchestra. They will assist the orchestra by helping to select fundraisers, planning social 

activities, aiding with instrument and music checkout and assisting the director and chaperones on trips. All 

officers are expected to be leaders in the orchestra by attending all social events and trips. 
 

Orchestra President 

 Oversees all logistics of the Orchestra Program. 

 Acts as student representative of the Orchestra Department for all necessary functions.  

 Is in charge of rehearsal (assist the substitute) in the absence of Director. 

 Coordinates all student officers.   

 Assists director in organizing and maintaining string instruments.  

 Assists the director in handling all music performance correspondence.   

 Helps enforce all rules and maintain order. 
 

Secretary 

 Constructs and updates Orchestra activities calendar. 

 Maintains class bulletin boards. 

 Makes all necessary announcements. 

 Keeps members informed of any schedule changes and upcoming events. 
 

Project Leader 

 Helps to organize and maintain fundraisers 

 Helps to manage equipment or concert set up. 
 

Historian 

 Pictures, camera, PowerPoint presentation(s) 
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Representative 

 Assist with all Student leadership activities as assigned through meetings. 

Leaders always do more than they are asked 

and take less than they are given.  

 

 

PRINCIPAL PLAYERS/SECTION LEADERS 
The principal player, or section leader, is charged with leading his/her section by example during rehearsals 

and performances.  Principal responsibilities include, but are not limited to the following: 

 Attend every rehearsal, missing only in case of emergency. 

 Be responsible for communicating changes, deficiencies, and other information pertaining to the 

music to other section members (second chair person should be prepared to assume this role if 

necessary). 

 Be prepared to help decide upon and distribute bowings and fingerings to the string section and 

make changes if necessary or if instructed by the conductor. 

 Make sure the instructions of the conductor are acknowledged, understood, and carried out by 

every person in the section.  

 Make sure the section is together – rhythmically, stylistically and musically. 

 Check to see that every member of the section understands the music requirements at any given 

moment and all that all necessary markings have been written into the parts. Communication is the 

key! 

 Be sensitive to the limitations of his/her section and make sure members do whatever it takes to get 

the correct musical product, including simplifying the part if necessary. 

 Provide visible cues so that the entire section can clearly see the approach of the downbeat or the 

beat of entrance for their part and play together as one. 

 

AWARDS 

Each year members of the each of the orchestras are recognized for outstanding achievement during the 

year.  Awards presented at the end of the year include: 

 Orchestra Certificate: All orchestra members in good standing who contribute to the orchestra 

program will be recognized by a certificate of participation. 

 Orchestra Letter or Orchestra Pin 

 Most improved 9th,10th, 11th and 12th Grade Orchestra Student 

 Outstanding 9th,10th, 11th Grade Orchestra Student 

 Service Award 

 The Director’s Award for Orchestra  
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The Parent’s Page 

 

Congratulations!  Your decision to provide your child with a quality musical education is an investment in 

their future.  You are assisting with their self-expression, creativity, and achievement.  Numerous studies 

suggest that students who have experience in the arts have increased brain development, higher test scores, 

higher academic development, and work better on a team.  These suggestions are to assist you in giving 

your child the best support possible for their musical growth.  The success we seek is a result of a 

commitment to excellence by each member, parent, and director. Success is not tangible in terms of 

ratings, awards or trophies, though they are positive reinforcements for the members. The Steinbrenner 

High Orchestras are successful when each member gives the maximum effort and has done the best with his 

or her abilities. We want the performance opportunity for your child to be the very best experience 

possible. This philosophy carries over into other academic areas as well as adult life. Students learn that 

commitment, fortitude and the pursuit of knowledge form the road to success. 

 

It is the nature of people to belong to a group. As a member of the Steinbrenner High Orchestra, students 

are in a social peer group with which they have much in common. Friendships will be made that will last a 

lifetime. Your student will be given opportunities to develop interpersonal and leadership skills. Your 

students will have many experiences that might not be possible without the music ensemble. We perform 

for large audiences and are often involved with special events. Just as each music ensemble has a 

commitment to excellence, so must the individual make a commitment to the ensemble and its goals. As a 

member of the Steinbrenner High Orchestra, each individual is important. For each ensemble to perform at 

its peak, every member must do his or her part. Practicing personal responsibility and discipline are very 

important products of the commitment that must be made. Putting responsibility to the ensemble before 

personal preference is sometimes a sacrifice, but a lesson in work ethics that is essential for adult life.  The 

success your child enjoys in music at Steinbrenner High is largely due to your support as a parent. 

Encourage your child to practice at home, and see to it that they are prepared and punctual to rehearsals 

and performances. If possible, arrange for private lessons for your child.  Show your interest and support in 

your child’s music study by enthusiastically attending every performance possible. YOU are their most 

important audience. You are the one they look for in a crowd. Your attendance means more to them than 

you might suspect. 

Sincerely, 

Grace Jeon 
 

What to do 

 Check the school website and Edsby often for updated information and grades. 

 Remind your child to bring their instrument, music, and other materials to class every day. 

 Make sure their instrument is well maintained. 
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 Encourage them to perform for family and friends. 

 Offer compliments and encouragement regularly. 

 Expose your child to a wide variety of musical experiences, including concerts and recitals. 

 Listen to your child practice and acknowledge improvement. 

 Encourage your child to make a commitment to their music studies. 

 Attend every concert with enthusiasm! 

 Join MAESTRO!  MAESTRO is a parent organization of the Florida School Music Association.      

FSMA hopes to build a network of music booster parents, community supporters and music friends 

who will be music education advocates with local school boards, principals, administrators and 

legislators.  More information is available on their website: www.flmusiced.org 

 

Encourage quality practicing 

 Providing a music stand in a quiet place for your child to practice 

 Remain nearby during practice times as often as possible 

 Assist with scheduling a daily practice time, approximately 30 minutes or more per day. 

 Praise your child’s efforts and achievements 

 

What to avoid 

 Using practice as a punishment 

 Insisting your child perform for others if he/she doesn’t feel comfortable 

 Ridiculing or making fun of mistakes 

 

TIPS FOR PARENTS OF BUDDING MUSICIANS 

1.  Establish a quiet place and time for your child to practice. 

2.  Help your child establish good instrument care habits.  (See “Instrument Care” in this packet and in the 

book.) 

3.  Ensure your student uses a music stand to reinforce good posture.  Leaning over music laid on the bed 

is a no-no! 

4.  Praise your child!  Find something positive to say, especially during the early “squeaky” days.  It will 

sound better in a few short months. 

5.  Attend concerts at the school, or other community and professional venues.  Listen to string music. 

6.  Ask Questions!  Ask what new things they have learned. Ask to see their book and music.  Ask why 

they need to hold their hand or arm a certain way.  Students will feel what they are doing is important and 

that they have special knowledge. 

7.  Progress will be slow at first.  String players use each hand in two very different ways.  In string class, 

the left hand and the right hand are trained separately.  Shoulder and neck muscles must slowly be 

developed to maintain violin and viola posture.  Cello and bass strings are thick and fingertips must be 

conditioned to accept the string pressure.  String playing is not for the faint of heart! 

8.  All students get frustrated at one time or another. Remind them to take new techniques or songs slowly, 

one step at a time.  Use the book as a reference to clear up   confusion. 

9.  The following parts of the instrument should be check regularly:  

 Bridge for proper height and warping 

 Strings should be of good quality and in good condition. They should not be considered permanent. 

They stretch with use and lose their ability to resonate in tune. Yearly change of strings is 

recommended.  

 Top, back and sides of the instrument should be checked for cracks or openings. 
 

 

http://www.flmusiced.org/
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Concert Etiquette for All Audience Members 
 

Steinbrenner High Orchestras constantly strive to maintain the highest standards of performance.   

Our concerts are a way to showcase our progress, develop our performing and listening skills, and  

create a special memory on the stage.  Even the slightest distraction can lead to frustration for the performer, 

the listener, and may lead to a poor quality recording.  Here are some suggestions to show respect during a 

concert: 
 

 Arrive early and stay through the entire performance.  There will be a Finale that includes all orchestra     

students. 

 Do not bring food, drink, gum, or candy into the audience seating area. 

 Turn off all electronic devices (pagers, cell phones, watch alarms, etc.) 

 Please do not talk or make other distracting noises during a performance.  A whispered comment,  

ringing cell phone, tapping foot, or rustled program may ruin a musical moment. 

 Do not wave to your child during the concert. 

 Students are required to remain in place for the entire concert, as there will be a Finale involving  

all orchestra students. 

 You may videotape our concerts.  Please be courteous and set up the equipment to the rear or side  

of the audience seating area where it will not obstruct the view of other audience members. 

 Do not use flash photography while a group is performing.  There will be time at the beginning of  

the concert for pictures.  

 Avoid leaving your seat until an orchestra has finished their portion of the concert.  If you absolutely  

must leave, do so as discretely as possible.  

 Please hold your applause until the piece has fully concluded as signaled by the conductor. 

 Applause is the best way to show your appreciation for the performers.  Whistling and yelling  

should be reserved for outdoor activities. 

 Standing ovations are a wonderful way to express enjoyment of performances that really astound you. 

 
What if your child wants to study music in college? 
You will be entering a field that has many exciting rewards and challenges!  But before you choose a 

college, you need to think about which area of music interests you most: 

 Music Education   

 Composition     

 Music Theory    

 Musical Theatre    

 Music Therapy    

 Music Publishing    

 Music and Technology 

 Performance 

 Conducting 

 Musicology 

 Jazz Studies 

 Popular Music 

 Music Business 
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STEINBRENNER HIGH ORCHESTRA CALENDAR *2016-2017* 

 
Date Event Call Time Time Place Who? 

September 17 All-State Auditions TBA TBA Burns MS Selected 

Students 

October 17 Fall Concert 6:30pm 7:00pm SHS Grades 9-12 

November 14 –  

December 16 

S&E Music chosen& 

Handed out   

Ms. Jeon or  

Private 

Teacher 

All Students 

December 07 Dress rehearsal for 

Winter Concert 

3:10pm 3:15-TBA Auditorium Grades 9-12 

December 08 Winter Concert 6:30pm 7:00pm Auditorium Grades 9-12 

January 09 S&E Applications 

Handed out            

Orchestra 

Room 

Grades 9-12 

January 11-14 FMEA/All-State TBA TBA Tampa, 

Florida 

Ms.Jeon & 

TBA 

January 13 S&E Music 

Completely Learned 
   

Grades 9-12 

January 18 S&E Applications & 

Fees are DUE    

Grades 9-12 

January 23-27 Sectionals TBA 3:10pm 3:15-4:15 Orchestra 

Room 

Grades 9-12 

January 30-

February 03 

Sectionals TBA 3:10pm 3:15-4:15 Orchestra 

Room 

Grades 9-12 

February 3 S&E Solos are 

memorized & 

ensembles are 

learned 
   

Grades 9-12 

February 10-11 Solo and Ensemble TBA TBA Freedom HS Grades 9-12 

February 20 Pre-MPA 

 

TBA TBA TBA Grades 6-12 

February 23-25 MPA TBA TBA King High 

School 

Grades 9-12 

TBA Fund-raising project TBA TBA TBA Music 

Students 

TBA Spring Trip TBA TBA TBA Music 

Students 

April 24 Spring Concert 

Rehearsal 

3:10pm 3:15-TBA Auditorium Grades 9-12 

April 25 Spring Concert 6:30pm 7:00pm SHS Grades 9-12 

TBA Orchestra Banquet 

 

TBA TBA TBA Grades 6-12 

 
If any other performance possibilities arise, I will inform you as soon as possible. 
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ORCHESTRA CONTRACT 

 
 

Due Date: _________________ Date Returned: ________________ Grade: _______________ 
                (Teacher Only)                            (Teacher Only) 
 

As a member of the Steinbrenner High Orchestra, I have read the Steinbrenner High School Orchestra 

Handbook for 2016-2017 and will abide by all policies therein.  I will assume the obligations and 

responsibilities and do my best to accomplish the objectives and follow the principles, rules and regulations. 

I realize that I am required to attend all orchestra activities assigned to my class. 
 

As parent/guardian of this child, I/we understand the rules and regulations that our child is expected to 

follow. 

 

_____________________________________         ________________________________________ 

Student Name (PRINT CLEARLY)     Student Signature 

  

_____________________________________         ________________________________________ 

Parent Name (PRINT CLEARLY)             Parent Signature 

 

_____________________________________         ________________________________________ 

Parent Email (PRINT CLEARLY)    Name of Parent (PRINT CLEARLY) 

 

_____________________________________  ________________________________________ 

Parent Email (PRINT CLEARLY)    Name of Parent (PRINT CLEARLY) 
 

I am available to assist in the following ways: 

_____Organizing and supervising fund raising projects 

_____Assisting during the school day with fund raising projects 

_____Designing and typing newsletters 

_____Making phone calls 

_____Organizing recreational and social events 

_____Provide assistance implementing an orchestra T-shirt 

_____Coordinating the reception for the December concert 

_____Assisting with the reception for the December concert 

_____Coordinating the reception for the February Concert 

_____Assisting with the reception for the February concert 

_____Coordinating the reception for the May Concert 

_____Assisting with the reception for the May concert 

_____Chairs & Stands Cleanup Committee after October Concert 

_____Chairs & Stands Cleanup Committee after December Concert 

_____Chairs & Stands Cleanup Committee after February Concert 

_____Chairs & Stands Cleanup Committee after May Concert 
 

_____ I am interested in more information about obtaining an instrument for my child.  Please call me 

during the day at ______________________ (Daytime Ph. #).               

           

Detach this contract from your handbook and return it, completed, to Ms. Jeon by Friday, September 02, 

2016.  This will be part of your grade! 
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CHECK LISTS 

 

 
o Uniform fees: $75 by September 02 

o T-shirt fess: $15 by September 02 

o Instrumental Rental Form: Signed and $42.80 by September 02 

o Orchestra Contract (2): Signed by September 02  

 

 

 

 


